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Gear and Gadgets

A bright idea: LED triage lights for responders

The E/T lights displayed at Fire-Rescue International combine all the triage
conditions into one device
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By Erin Hicks
FireRescuel Staff

Juan Cienfuegos wasn't thinking about starting a

WINNERS GET 5100 _ _ start
new business in 2004 when he worked in his

UI&’A BIFT GAHD security equipment shop. But when a customer who
just happened to be 3 r_nedin: frn_rn the Air Force
S - Special Forces showed interest in some of his
blinking light buttons, Cienfuegos knew he had an

idea for a product the first responder community
badly needed.

+ HNominate and win

I . . .
today! "I saw he noticed the lights because his eyes got
FireRescuel Topics really big,” Cienfuegos said. "I asked him about It

and he said he could have used that light in
Department Management Afghanistan.”

Disaster Management _ _
] o And so began the birth of an idea that would come
Education & Training to fruition in a San Antonio, Texas, company called

Photo Jamie Thompson

. Southwest Synergistic Solutions. The product: Jusn Cienfue .
i arin gos, owner and inventor of
Fire Rehab nghtS that ""‘f"lDUId create a new way for trlE_'gm';! Emergency/Triage Lights, shows off his product at
Fire-EMS patients during mass casualty/battlefield situations. Fire-Rescue International in Chicago.
Firefighting Standards The Emergenc&rﬁriage |:El|,f'|':| ||ght5 can be set to the Related Feature:

LED colors red, amber, areen, and blue (infrared Video: How it works

avallable). They can shine continuously and last
Legislation & Funding three to eight days, or blink and last around seven
to twelve days.

Incident Command )
Juan Cienfuegos

demonstrates how E/T Lights
can be used.

Rescue

Safety The all-in-one E/T Lights may improve the time It
takes medics to mark a patient because they will no

Technology longer need to dig in their bag for the right device. Related content sponsored by:
It can also decrease response time, especially Save with

Wildland

Most Popular Articles _ o _ _
For those in non combative situations, the lights can

+Wash. chief: Fire also be used to distinguish contaminated patients from non contaminated patients during a
departments must change chemical or biological incident and/or any situation where you would use a chemical light source.
or face extinction

+ Ala. volunteer fire dept. An added benefit of the E/T Iights IS t_hat It cuts down on the equipment responders r!eed to carry.
Wins new fire brudk at FRI It takes more than 70 blue chemical light sticks before yvou need to replace a battery in the E/T light.

during bad weather conditions or at night because .
the patients’ treatment priority is more visible. eﬁarlﬂyncﬂm E m &

Items $50 or less

+ Charleston Fire Capt. "Medics were using chemical light stick for the purpose of night time triage and it was just too much

E%H?iﬂﬁ conditions at equipment to be carrying around especally If you're being shot at,” said Cienfuegos.
QDD scene

+NH photoagrapher may be The Triage Lights first became available to first responders in early 2010. Check out

charged for wearing fire www.triagelights.com to order, or for more information.
FPPE on scene




